
At one point in time, downtown Rockville was a 

bustling Black neighborhood. At the corner of North 

Wood Lane and North Washington Street, just 

around the corner from Main Street, is the former 

Hebron Print shop, a successful Black-owned 

business owned by Jesse and Celestine Hebron. 

They operated the print shop for a little over 50 

years before passing in 1997. What were the kinds 

of businesses that Black people owned and 

operated that allowed them to serve to build a life 

and their communities?

Question



MoCo AA Business District, circa 18th century 
through 20th century. 





Importance of AA Black Business 

Corridors in early-to-mid 20th Century

▪ In the early-to-mid 20th century, the economic hubs (gateways) and thriving 
African American business districts across the country generated African 
American wealth generated. These districts serve as a reminder of how 
investors, property owners, and residents could work together to create 
economic success and serve the needs of black residents.

▪ These business districts were created out of necessity to serve the African 
American population and served as early incubators for black arts, 
commerce and culture, who were being discriminated against by white 
businesses and cultural and spiritual centers. Restrictive laws, known as 
Jim Crow (1896-1955), didn’t allow African Americans to assimilate into the 
majority communities, but instead were confined to certain areas of the city. 
Despite oppressive viewpoints and laws steeped in white supremacy, these 
African American businesses districts flourished and served as national 
examples of black economic self-empowerment and economic success..


