
Between 1790 and 1860, enslaved and free blacks 

comprised about one-third of the total population of 

Montgomery County. These individuals lived, 

worked, socialized, created businesses, and died in 

the county. However, only select historical figures 

are even mentioned today when discussing 

Montgomery County's African American history. 

How can we do a better job of uncovering, 

documenting, and disseminating the history of 

African Americans in Montgomery County?

Question



“We must go beyond textbooks, go out into 

the bypaths and untrodden depths of 

the wilderness and travel and explore and 

tell the world the glories of our journey.”

-John Hope Franklin
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“General” James Jackson

(c. 1778-1883)

•“Whereas my negro man Jeff has absconded and is 
now absent. It is my will and desire that if he should 
be taken that he be made to serve until he should 
have made up all lost time and pay all expenses in 
getting him home.” (Will of Hannah Waters, 1825) 

•Escaped from Beall’s Manor, Beallsville, 
Montgomery County, MD (estate of his second 
master Benjamin Waters) Christmas Day between 
1811 and 1813

•“John Fowler of Patapsco had been murdered by 
three of his Negroes: Dennis, Ned, and Kate, who 
were executed yesterday in Annapolis, May 9, 
1805. “ (Baltimore American, May 13, 1805)



“Lucy, 1844”

• Cross stitch of a pot of flowers 
gifted to Lydia Staley-Phelps in 
1844 by Lucy, a 10-year-old 
enslaved girl who was taught to 
read by Lydia. 

• James K. Phelps and wife, Lydia 
Staley Phelps, were married in 
Montgomery County, MD in 1829 
and the family lived there until they 
moved to Ohio in 1849

•In 1872, Montgomery County 
began to provide public education 
to Black students. 



Grand United Order of Sons & Daughters, 

Brothers & Sisters of Moses (GUOSDBS of M)
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Bayard Rustin

(1912-1987)

From Bayard Rustin Elementary School, 332 W Edmonston Dr, Rockville, MD to  
Washington Monument, Washington, D.C.

35 minutes (20 miles) 





Bayard Rustin’s 

West Chester, PA Home


