
 

SUGGESTED CONTENT TO READ/WATCH/LISTEN TO BEFORE  

MAIN STREET’S CONVERSATIONS MATTER SERIES 

Prior to the first virtual session, we are offering an array of suggested educational offerings, 

including resources that are accessible to people of all abilities and those with diverse learning 

styles. We hope all participants will read or view one or more of the resources before the series 

starts – and continue to engage with the materials during and after the series.  

 

To begin with, we hope you will familiarize yourself with Harriet Tubman’s story as a 

springboard to the topics we will cover in our sessions. The sessions will not focus on her life, 

but we will use her life as a starting point to discuss Black history in Maryland, race and 

disability and social action. Many may not know that, as a Black Marylander with disabling 

health issues resulting from a brain injury, Harriet Tubman exemplifies the themes that we will 

cover.  

See below our suggested resources on Harriet Tubman and other topics connected with our 

series. Items in blue are hyperlinks. 

RESOURCES ON HARRIET TUBMAN 

• She Came to Slay: The Life and Times of Harriet Tubman by Erica Armstrong Dunbar 

• Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom by Catherine Clinton 

• Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway website 

• Harriet Tubman: Soldier of Freedom video by the Maryland Department of Natural 

Resources 

• Harriet: The Movie 

• Harriet Tubman Visitor Center MD Parks and Recreation 

• Who Was Harriet Tubman? By Yona Zeldis McDonough 

• Harriet Tubman poem by Eloise Greenfield 

MORE RESOURCES FOR A DEEPER DIVE IN BLACK HISTORY 

WEBSITES AND RESOURCES FOR LOCAL HISTORY 

• Montgomery History, School Segregation: The Decree Had Been Handed Down 

https://bookshop.org/books/she-came-to-slay-the-life-and-times-of-harriet-tubman/9781982139599
https://bookshop.org/books/harriet-tubman-the-road-to-freedom/9780316155946
https://harriettubmanbyway.org/harriet-tubman/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-rs5l6PkGLU
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/p/harriet/8d6kgwxn0nh1?activetab=pivot%3aoverviewtab
https://www.nps.gov/hatu/learn/historyculture/research.htm
https://bookshop.org/books/who-was-harriet-tubman/9780593097229
https://poets.org/poem/harriet-tubman
https://sites.google.com/view/school-desegregation/home
https://mainstreetconnect.org/conversations-matter/


• African American History in Montgomery County, Maryland  

o The Montgomery County Story 

o Rockville African American Walking Tour 

• Discover Maryland’s African American History  

• Black Broadway: Where DC’s Cultural Renaissance was Born 

DOCUMENTARIES & MOVIES 

• Thirteenth: The Movie 

• Black history movies that tackle racism from Common Sense Media  

• Ten “must watch” Black history documentaries compiled by PBS 

• Netflix’s Black Lives Matter list of documentaries, series and films that address racial 

injustice and the Black experience in America 

 

VIDEOS 

• Paths to the Present: Montgomery County Stories 

BOOKS 

• So Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo 

• Let’s Talk About Race by Julius Lester 

• More Courageous Conversations about Race by Glenn E. Singleton 

• The Underground Railroad: A Novel by Colson Whitehead 

• Old West Baltimore by Philip J. Merrill 

BLOGS 

• “Post Trauma Slave Syndrome” by Dr. Joy DeGruy  

• Blog post link by Radiance Talley, about how being an ally can help bring hope. 

POETRY 

• Citizen by Claudia Rankine 

• Words of Black Power poem by Island Oates, Main Street member 
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https://montgomeryhistory.org/african-american-history-in-montgomery-county/
http://montgomeryhistory.org/montgomery-county-story-african-american-topics/
https://rockvillemd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=4986c0caa4834eafa5c03cd3a84dd913
https://www.visitmaryland.org/list/discover-marylands-african-american-history
https://blackbroadwayonu.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/black-history-movies-that-tackle-racism
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/10-black-history-documentaries-to-watch/?elq=6c9da3e8abbe4bb18dfca70968fd44d8&elqCampaignId=756
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227?so=su
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227?so=su
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKHQ4ImifkOfzlTd0wto3iKda-sNRclRP
https://bookshop.org/books/so-you-want-to-talk-about-race/9781580058827
https://bookshop.org/contributors/ijeoma-oluo
https://bookshop.org/books/let-s-talk-about-race/9780064462266
https://bookshop.org/books/more-courageous-conversations-about-race-9781412992664/9781412992664
https://bookshop.org/books/the-underground-railroad-9780385542364/9780345804327
https://www.oldwestbaltimore.com/product-page/images-of-america-old-west-baltimore
https://www.oldwestbaltimore.com/about-philip-j-merrill
https://www.joydegruy.com/
https://bahaiteachings.org/dear-allies-your-solidarity-gives-me-hope/
https://bookshop.org/books/citizen-an-american-lyric/9781555976903
https://mainstreetconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/words-of-black-power.pdf
https://mainstreetconnect.org/
https://mainstreetconnect.org/

